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lighted, and more favourable to retiring love than to
public festivity. Every soul was growling and grumb-
ling, though it might have been easily guessed before
we went; but Lady Palmerston had been in as great a
fever to get there as I have seen Harriet on similar
occasions. The Duchess of Cumberland was there with
Lady Elizabeth, and asked the notables to sup in her
room. I was asked with the rest of my party, but
there was so large a table, that the guests had little
communication with her, and I did not renew my
acquaintance there, which I know you will abuse me
for, as well as for never going to Cumberland House or
St. James's this year. As for Carlton House, it has not
been open in an accessible way except to his table com-
panions. There were very few even of the frail at this
uninteresting entertainment, and, as soon as supper
was over, I got Mrs. Crewe off, and walked home, very
glad to be released* Between the House of Commons
and the Eidotto I went to Mrs. Gall/s, where I met
the Anguishes and Pepper Arden. Windham spoke
yesterday remarkably well; it was on the farming the
post-office tax. It was an attack on Sir Eichard Hill,
a thorough-paced thick-and-thin treasury man, and was
done with great force and humour.

4 The Prince of Wales' business stands still for to-
morrow, but conferences and negotiations have taken
place between Pitt and the Prince and the King to-
day, the result of which I do not yet know, but think
it not unlikely that some accommodation may take
place, which is most desired by all parties, for I find